A Bibliography of Selected Picture Books Chosen for their Positive Values Themes


Growing Old in Picture Books

This is an eclectic selection of quality picture books around the theme of “Growing Old and Grandparents” for enjoyment, study, analysis. They all have many levels of meaning, but each has a positive message without being preachy. 
All are beautifully illustrated! Their art represents unique blends of lively, sophisticated illustrations that enrich the stories. The variety is important and affirms for students that their own individual artistic style, preferences and gifts are good. 

Above all, each story is entertaining and speaks to all ages. As you analyze them let them inspire you. Use them as models. 
Several books on this Bibliography have to do with tapping into the memories of seniors. (E.g., Oma’s Quilt, The Bone Talker and Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge.) One successful picture book project was the one founded on the primary research grade seven students conducted, interviewing seniors in a Seniors’ Home adjacent to the school as part of their “Living History” study. The culminating performance task was the creation of a picture book. Their primary research was supplemented by further research as needed to create a picture book. Students were encouraged to interview their own grandparents as the foundation piece.
Bourgeois, Paulette. Illustrated by Stephane Jorisch. Oma’s Quilt. Toronto: Kids Can, 2001.

The family’s sadness about the necessity of aging Oma’s move into a seniors’ home is alleviated by a charming, sensitive little granddaughter and her creative project of a quilt. Growing old, suffering loss of community and the power of a child and family is beautifully told.  
Davis, Aubrey. Illustrated by Susan Petricic. Bagels From Benny. Toronto: Kids Can, 2003.

Benny’s learns an important lesson about making a positive contribution through .  
Fox, mem. Illustrated by Julie Vivas. Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge. 


A delightful, poignant story of a child’s creative solutions to finding the lost memory of her elderly friend.  Julie Vivas’ pictures are her characteristic delightfully humorous capture of the characters.     

Gilman, Phoebe. Something From Nothing. Richmond Hill: North Winds, 1992.

This adaptation of a Jewish folktale lovingly presents Joseph, his family and community. Joseph has absolute faith that his grandfather is the great fixer. Along the bottom of each cutout profile of the setting is the parallel story of a mouse family, never mentioned in the text.
Langston, Laura & Lindsey Gardiner.  Mile High Apple Pie. London: Bodley Head, 2004.  

Through the voice of Margaret we experience the wonderful relationship with her grandmother and the pain of her deteriorating memory. Wonderful, expressive illustrations help bring this touching to life. A story so touching it’s hard to read aloud.
Leedahl, Shelley A.  Illustrated by Bill Slavin. The Bone Talker. Red Deer: Red Deer Press, \
1999.  

A touching story about a child’s ingenuity that rekindles Grandmother Bones’ memory whose “ life had wound down like a clock.” Patches in a quilt rekindle her imagination and become the pattern that pictures life on Canada’s prairie.
Polacco Patricia. Thunder Cake. New York: Philomel, 1990.

Polacco is another important author and artist in children’s literature. This book tells the charming story of how the author’s loving, wise grandmother, her ‘Babushka’, led her to overcome her fear of thunderstorms when she was a little girl. The grandma’s lesson speaks to all of us.

The wonderful ‘thunder cake’ recipe is in the back. (I’ve tested many times.)  
Sheldon, Dyan. Illustrated by Gary Blythe. The Whale Song. London: Random Century, 


1993.

The book begins, “Lilly’s grandmother told her a story.” The story is about the magical beauty of whales. The book raises important questions about our relationship with whales, indeed human attitude to all living things.
Wild, Margaret. Illustrated by Julie Vivas. The Very Best of Friends. Toronto: Kids Can, 


1990.

A touching story of a close friendship, grieving the death of one and learning to cope. Julie Vivas is a must-have illustrator of children’s book for students to anlyze. Her paintings are so alive, telling and fun.  
Program Design for Children FRHD 2040  UoG Brophy                                                                         Sya VanGeest <syavg@rogers.com> 


